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LeRoy Shaw was born 12 November 1922 in Minneapolis, and grew up there.  He 
graduated from West High School in 1940, and then attended a vocational-technical 
school 1940-41, where he learned to be a mechanic.  LeRoy worked briefly for 
Northwest Airlines, then in April 1943 was drafted into the US Army Air Corps. 
LeRoy was trained as a gunner on Douglas A-20 Havoc aircraft, and by early 
1944 was stationed at Braintree, England, with the 416th Bomb Group Light, 668th 
Squadron, part of the 9th Air Force.  He completed twenty-eight combat missions. 
On 20 May 1944, though, LeRoy’s plane was hit by ground fire and shot down 
over German-occupied France.  He managed to bail out, but suffered a broken leg 
when landing.  After interrogation at the central Dulag Luft facility, the Germans 
sent LeRoy to a POW hospital camp, Stalag IX-C Meiningen Lazarett, where he 
remained until September 1944. 
After recovering from his injury, LeRoy spent time at Stalag Luft IV Gross 
Tychow, until the Germans evacuated this camp in February 1945, and then Stalag 
Luft I Barth.  He remained here until the camp was liberated by Red Army soldiers 
on 30 April 1945. 
American forces evacuated US soldiers from Barth in early May.  LeRoy was 
flown to France, then back to the United States.  He was discharged from service in 
September 1945. 
Again a civilian, LeRoy resumed his career as a mechanic with Northwest 
Airlines, retiring in 1985 with forty-three years of service.  He was married in 1947 
(wife Beatrice), and helped to raise four children at their home in Richfield, a Twin 
Cities suburb. 
 
LeRoy Shaw died 27 March 2014, at age ninety-one.  His wife Beatrice died three 
days later, on 30 March 2014, at age eighty-seven. 
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9th Air Force Douglas A-20G or A-20H Havoc over France, 1944. 
Source: official US Army Air Corps photograph 
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Interview key: 
T = Thomas Saylor 
L = LeRoy Shaw 
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
T: Today is 20 May 2004 and this is our interview with Mr. Leroy Shaw of Richfield, 
Minnesota.  First, Mr. Shaw, on the record, thanks very much for taking time to 
speak with me today. 
 
L: You’re welcome. 
 
T: For the record, and correct me if I’m wrong.  You were born on 12 November 
1922 in Minneapolis.  Graduated from West High School in Minneapolis 1940 and 
then attended a Vo Tech School, also in Minneapolis, in 1940 and ’41, where you 
learned to be a mechanic. 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: You worked briefly for Northwest Airlines.  Were deferred from military service 
twice.  Six months each time, before in early 1943, April to be exact, you were 
drafted into the Army. 
 
L: That is correct. 
 
T: You were a gunner on a Douglas A-20 Havoc aircraft, stationed at Braintree, 
England, with the 416th Bomb Group Light, 668th Squadron, 9th Air Force. 
 
L: That’s right. 
 
T: That’s all easy.  Let’s go to 20 May 1944, because on that day your life changed. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Start us out in the beginning, because I think as I remember hearing before the 
tape started, that was supposed to be your day off. 
 
L: That’s correct.  I was on standby for a day off.  Our airplane was on as a standby 
airplane for other squadrons to use in case they had an aircraft that couldn’t make 
the flight. 
 
T: So your aircraft might be used, but you weren’t supposed to be. 
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L: That’s correct.  When this took place we were really surprised to find out when 
we went to the indoctrination for this flight that we were assigned to the 669th 
Squadron to fly one of their aircraft. 
 
T: So not even your normal aircraft. 
 
L: No.  But our aircraft was assigned to another standby crew from the 610th which 
really didn’t make sense to us at the time, but we had to do it because that’s the way 
the military works (chuckles). 
 
T: When you were on standby, did that generally mean you could assume that you 
wouldn’t be flying… 
 
L: That’s correct.  Yes.  It was a day off.  Yes.  It wasn’t part of any leave deal.  We got 
forty-eight hour leave deals where we could go roaming around the country as we 
saw fit.  But when we got to the 669th Squadron and I did a quick look at the aircraft 
around the outside—it was supposedly ready to go.  I crawled up into the turret and 
found that somebody had thrown up inside the turret. 
 
T: Oh, Lord! 
 
L: And so all the controls for the turret were covered with this stuff.  I crawled out 
and went down to the lieutenant and told him that I wasn’t flying that day.  If he 
wanted to take the airplane without a turret operator he was welcome to go. 
 
T: That must have stank too. 
 
L: Oh, jeez!  And the sun was just coming up and so it was…anyway, he went to a 
crew chief for the airplane and told him that he wasn’t taking the aircraft unless 
somebody cleaned up the turret.  They cleaned up the turret.  The crew chief and a 
couple of his guys went up in there and mopped it all down and got it cleaned it out 
but they had no disinfectant or anything to knock down the odor.  That was still 
there.  However, because the turret had a little vent in it on the top I was able to 
keep very calm in the airplane. 
 
(1, A, 44) 
 
T: Thank God for that! 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Can you describe your workspace?  As a turret gunner, describe, if you can, what 
was that turret like?  What was it like to be in that turret? 
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L: It’s round, and we even had one gunner who was so big that he crossed his arms 
to grab the controls to operate the turret.  You had to sit, like a bicycle handles that 
were right straight out, and you could run your turret. 
 
T: Did it swivel all the way around? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  You could go three-sixty.  Put it on high speed and just spin it around. 
 
T: And you had two .50 caliber guns there. 
 
L: Two .50 caliber guns.  Right. 
 
T: On the missions that you flew, twenty-nine in total, how many times did you use 
your guns? 
 
L: Actually, I used them not at all on enemy aircraft or anything.  The only time that 
the guns were used on the airplane was when we were doing training type deals. 
 
T: So you didn’t see many enemy aircraft. 
 
L: No.  We used to see a ME-109 every time we were headed back to England.  He’d 
be off to our left-hand side just flying out of range going with us.  Everybody called 
them Goering’s Yellow Nose ME-109s.  That was his squadron.  I don’t know where 
they operated out of.  At any rate, they were tracking us to see, and they apparently 
had us pretty well marked, for the speed that we traveled and how the formation 
shifted.  You did what they called evasive action.  We had Major Toll, who was an A-
20 man from Africa.  He was on his second tour of duty.  He was our squadron 
leader.  He could really fly that airplane. 
 
T: On an associated point, are you someone who got airsick or motion sickness in 
this turret? 
 
L: Negative.  Not me. 
 
T: Not you.  So this was not…because I can imagine that a small aircraft like that… 
 
L: No.  No.  That’s strictly mind over matter type deal. 
 
T: Do you think so? 
 
L: Yes.  Because I worked with a mechanic by the name of Rowers when I was 
working for Northwest when I came back from overseas.  We were training DC-4 
crews out in Seattle, and we rode in a DC-3 out to Seattle and this guy was 
practically on this knees the whole flight on the way out there.  But after several 
years when they started putting on flight engineers, he went for this and I 
remember talking to him about it and told him that he’d have to do something about 
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his airsickness because there was no way he could be in the cockpit and he told me 
that he had it conquered.  And apparently he did, because when I retired in ’85 he 
was still flying as a captain on a 747. 
 
T: Let’s go to the mission of 20 May.  Without the fighters there, was it the flak that 
brought your plane down? 
 
L: That is correct. 
 
T: Well, talk us through that.  What happened, from your perspective in that gun 
turret, that brought the plane down? 
 
L: Okay.  We were bombing a ski site and these are for the… 
 
T: The V-1 rockets.  
 
(1, A, 91) 
 
L: Yes.  That’s it.  Exactly.  Every time they got one of those sites ready to operate, we 
went in there and we bombed them.  We took a lot of them out of service. 
 
T: Was this low level bombing? 
 
L: Oh, no.  We did this at twelve thousand feet.  That was part of the problem was 
how we got shot down, because they would put the artillery with the 88s all the way 
around.  We would fly into this thing in a straight line right into the site, and it was 
everybody for themselves after you left there. 
 
T: So just everyone get out or get away as you could. 
 
L: Everybody peeled off.  Yes. 
 
T: Was your plane hit before or after you dropped the bombs? 
 
L: It was hit right after we dropped the bombs.  We had just dropped the bombs.  So 
we at least got that part of it out of the way. 
 
T: How does it feel when you’re sitting in that turret?  How did you feel the flak hit 
and what happened to the plane? 
 
L: You felt it because the whole aircraft would shake.  Our left wingtip was all but 
knocked off from the airplane by one burst.  And I saw that as I was turning the 
turret around to see what was happening down below me.  Where the other gunner 
was.  The wingtip came up like this and we went… 
 
T: So you could see it. 
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L: I saw it actually depart the aircraft. 
 
T: Was the plane rocked or jostled by the flak? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Oh, yes.  Yes.  One piece of flak went off close to the left engine, because it 
knocked the oil coolers out of the engine and we had oil streaming down the side of 
the airplane and off the stabilizer behind. 
 
T: When you saw damage like that to the aircraft, was it clear to you the plane 
wasn’t going to make it back? 
 
L: Oh, it was very clear [the plane wasn’t going to make it back].  The first thing I did 
was get on the intercom and ask Cleppful, Lt. Cleppful was flying the aircraft, I asked 
him if he was hit, and he was hurt.  He never answered me.  I went through the 
checklist and I told him to be sure that he shifted to low power on both engines, and 
then I told him about the oil leak that I observed on the side of the airplane.  And 
before I knew it, he had feathered the left engine out.  Apparently we had run out of 
oil in that engine.  We of course were losing altitude at the same time, and we turned 
around and headed for home.  The next thing that happened was when I looked 
down I saw that Bankston had taken a piece of flak, which was still laying on the 
floor of the airplane.  It had gone through the fleshy part of his arm. 
 
T: You could see the other gunner from up where you were sitting. 
 
L: Yes.  Well, I just turned around and looked down.  There he was.  He was holding 
his arm like that, and it was (dripping sounds)… 
 
T: Drip, drip, drip. 
 
L: No drips.  It was solid.  There was a piece of his main artery of his arm on the 
outside of his leather jacket.  I went down and opened the emergency kit and 
proceeded to put a tourniquet on his arm.  I grabbed the pressure points on his arm 
and stopped the bleeding.  Then shortly after I had that tourniquet on, Cleppful rang 
the bell for parachute. 
 
T: How much time’s going by here between the plane being hit and you fixing his 
arm?  Could you keep track of time? 
 
L: No.  You don’t keep track of time.  I can tell you the things that I did.  I came down 
out of the turret.  When I saw what was happening to Bankston I reached 
underneath the seat to drop the seat that I was sitting on and the whole glass, 
Plexiglas, over the top of the turret departed. 
 
(1, A, 152) 
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T: Yours. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Was that by design or just… 
 
L: No. 
 
T: It wasn’t supposed to come off. 
 
L: No.  No.  I don’t know what hit it.  If Cleppful jettisoned the cockpit enclosure and 
it went back and hit the top of the turret, I don’t know.  Or if it was a shot of 88 that 
knocked it off.  I don’t know.  It all came down.  I got down on the floor and of course, 
there was all this broken up Plexiglas.  I opened the kit and got that tourniquet out 
and put it on his arm.  Then the next thing I did was to throw the .50 caliber flex-
mount that he had to fire through the lower hatch…I picked that up with one hand 
and threw it and 360 rounds of ammunition right out of the airplane. 
 
T: Had the pilot made the sound for abandon aircraft yet? 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: Did you have a chute on or near you? 
 
L: I just had a chest pack.  That was the first thing I did when I got out of the turret 
was to grab the chest pack and strap it on. 
 
T: So you were then ready to leave the aircraft. 
 
L: I was ready to leave.  Right. 
 
T: If you think back to yourself in that position, would you say you were…was there 
an amount of fear that was in your mind at that time? 
 
L: I don’t know if it was fear as much as it was a lot of anxiety that was going on.  
Was I going to be able to pull this out?  Was Bankston going to be okay?  As it ended 
up, when I got out of the airplane…well, I got him out first. 
 
T: You pushed him out or helped him out? 
 
L: Yes.  Yes.  And I put his left arm—he couldn’t use his right—so I put his left arm in 
the D-ring because he had a backpack on.  Apparently he had no problem pulling it.  
We must have landed, between the two of us, maybe two blocks or three blocks 
apart. 
 
T: Within sight though. 
 Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – LeRoy Shaw 
Interview © 2004 by Thomas Saylor  10 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So you left the aircraft pretty soon after each other. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Right.  He [gunner Bankston] ended up in a farmyard, and there were 
people there that took and bandaged his arm and put the tourniquet back on again 
so that they stopped the bleeding. 
 
T: Now for you, backing up a second.  Is this your first parachute jump? 
 
L: The first actual jump.  Yes. 
 
T: What goes through your mind when you’re leaving the plane and you’re floating 
down there?  You have time to think now. 
 
L: I didn’t have time.  I knew the procedure was, the minute you get out of the 
airplane you laid out so that you stretched the harness and didn’t lose your jewels 
(laughs) from the jolt.  The chute opened and I think that I did—three times, swung 
over, swung back, swung over, and then I was right over the fire of the [crashed] 
airplane and it [the thermal updraft] lifted me up and put me over in an apple 
orchard. 
 
(1, A, 202) 
 
T: Like a thermal updraft almost. 
 
L: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: So you came down in an orchard of trees? 
 
L: That’s where I landed.  Yes. 
 
T: Were you injured as you landed? 
 
L: Yes.  I broke my right ankle.  The farmer who…I suppose what he had done was he 
was going to plant some grain of some kind or something around these apple trees 
and he had plowed around the whole works.  I landed with all my weight on my 
right leg on the top of a furrow.  The parachute went right over the top of the tree, 
and now that I looked at it or looked at it at the time, if I had just left the chute go by 
itself instead of trying to turn it around to where I was going, the right direction my 
buttocks was about a foot off the ground and the chute was laying right over the top 
of a tree. 
 
T: Were you concerned about what might happen when the civilians came? 
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L: Strangely, I never even thought about that at all.  We were in France.  I knew that’s 
where we were.  So I didn’t worry about that at all.  But it wasn’t very long before 
this…about a sixteen, seventeen year old kid with a brown shirt and a pair of blue 
pants…of course, he had a Luger [pistol]. 
 
T: Young German. 
 
L: Yes.  He… 
 
T: Was he the first person that came up to you? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Describe that moment, because here the Germans have been the far away enemy 
for a while, and here as close as we are together, is a German with a gun looking at 
you.  Describe that moment. 
 
L: What I had done when I realized that my leg was broken and I wasn’t going to 
move from the area, I took all my identification and my sidearm, my .45 [caliber 
pistol], out.  Took the harness and everything off [including an escape kit] and I laid 
it on the ground away from me.  And when he came up he was more scared than I 
was. 
 
T: Do you think so? 
 
L: Well, by the way the gun shook in his hand, yes.  And he shot off a couple of 
rounds of the gun in the air.  This then called the attention to the other troops that 
were down in this farmyard, because they had picked up Bankston down there.  The 
next thing I know they’re all up there by me and this guy that was in charge wanted 
to know if I was a Boston or a Marauder. 
 
T: Spoke English to you? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  I told him, I don’t understand.  Gave him name, rank, and serial number.  
All the good things they told you you were supposed to do.  But anyway, he kept 
after me.  Boston or Marauder.  Boston or Marauder.  I kept shaking my head at him.  
So finally he decided that they were going to take me back.  But then he found out 
the reason I was sitting there was because I had a broken leg, and so he had two of 
his guys come over and they made a cradle for me and hauled me over to where 
Bankston was in the farmyard. 
 
T: Were you worried when the Germans came over to you what they might do to 
you or not? 
 
 Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – LeRoy Shaw 
Interview © 2004 by Thomas Saylor  12 
L: I had never thought about it at all.  I had heard a lot of stories about people being 
challenged by the Wehrmacht, the Home Guard.  But it never occurred to me that 
this would ever happen because I was in France.  I wasn’t in Germany. 
 
T: So that added a sense of a little security. 
 
(1, A, 272) 
 
L: Yes.  It did.  It did.  Because I figured that if I was going to be picked up it would be 
some Army type guys of some sort, and that this would be better than to be run up 
with a pitchfork or something.  By some farmer. 
 
T: All the time you were in England, had there been any discussions about what to 
expect if you were captured, or here’s what to do if you’re captured? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: What had they told you you might expect or that you were to do? 
 
L: I had pictures taken in civilian clothes.  I had ten thousand marks. 
 
T: So you had an escape kit with you? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: What happened to that? 
 
L: They took it.  I laid it all out on the ground.  I wasn’t about to become any hero. 
 
T: Well, particularly one with a broken leg. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: How much pain was the broken leg causing you? 
 
L: Up until that point when I was picked up, there was none.  I mean, the fracture 
was such I broke both bones in the ankle and the inner part of the joint went up 
under the skin.  And it was a clear break.  There was nothing rubbing together that 
would cause a problem.  And until it swelled up.  When it swelled up and, of course, I 
was still in my shoes…but they cut that shoe off shortly after that. 
 
T: Did they provide any kind of medical attention right away to you? 
 
L: They took us to a hospital there that the English had bombed.  It was the hospital 
where they had all of the French political prisoners.  Where they blew out that 
whole wall one night with Mosquito bombers. 
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T: This is Amiens, right? 
 
L: Yes.  The doctor that worked on me there had me put in a, like a saddle deal with a 
weight that hung over the end of the bed, and he had some kind of a deal, and he was 
trying to force the bone without the thing coming out the side through the skin, back 
into position where he could set my ankle. 
 
T: You were separated from Bankston again, weren’t you?  Or was he with you? 
 
L: No.  We were together.  They had beautiful doctors there, because Bankston 
explained to me that the doctor had picked up all the cords from his fingers and his 
nerve endings and attached them to the bottom side of his scar where the thing 
went through, and then he got up to his elbow and brought all this stuff, the other 
end of this stuff, back to the topside at the backend of his opening in the skin.  That 
was the best that he could do. 
 
T: Did Bankston lose the use of his hand? 
 
L: It was set like about that (holds hand out, with fingers slightly bent). 
 
T: So fingers slightly bent. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: But unable to move them. 
 
(1, A, 342) 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: Was he repatriated then, or was he sent to a camp as well? 
 
L: No.  He was sent right with me to the camp.  We went through the same thing.  We 
went through Dulag Luft and…well, before that happened they put my leg in a cast, 
and they had secured his arm so that it wouldn’t bleed anymore.  They then took us 
to Dulag Luft. 
 
T: How long did you stay in the hospital there?  Can you estimate? 
 
L: Yes.  I was there one week in Amiens, France. 
 
T: Did the Germans come to talk to you, what we might call interrogation, while you 
were in the hospital? 
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L: Yes.  They did.  But then they were going to take us by train from Amiens to Dulag 
Luft.  However, we got to the train station in the morning, and no train ever showed 
up.  So we were just sitting in the station, and all of a sudden the air raid sirens went 
off and before we ever got into the air raid shelter—I found out afterwards this was 
the 410th came, and it was their first mission.  They came across there and they 
panicked because of all the flak that was being thrown up at them. 
 
End of Tape 1, Side A.  Side B begins at counter 378. 
 
T: So here you are in a train station, and suddenly you are the bombed and not the… 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: What’s that like, Mr. Shaw? 
 
L: Well, at that point it was no big problem I found out later, because they had 
aborted the bombing run.  The wing command came down to my outfit, the 416th, 
and said you’ve got to hit that marshalling yard there at Amiens, France, because it’s 
loaded with ammunition.  And so my guys came back over at about two o’clock in 
the afternoon. 
 
T: Were you still there at that time? 
 
L: I was still there. 
 
T: So this time you were bombed. 
 
L: Yes, sir.  I finally realized and the guard that was guarding the two of us [Bankston 
and me] decided it was time to go to the air raid shelter, and we were the last ones 
to go to the air raid shelter.  The end result was we just got inside the door, and we 
had eight foot of concrete jumping up and down a half inch right over the top of our 
head.  We got out of the air raid shelter after everybody was gone… 
 
T: How frightening was that to be under air attack? 
 
L: Very.  Because I had no idea what this air raid shelter was built out of, and it had 
eight foot of concrete over the top of our head.  I also found out later because they 
knocked five of our airplanes down that day, that we were using the composition B 
bombs, and I know from having used them previously, at twelve thousand feet you 
could hear them going off on the ground. 
 
T: No kidding.  So what kind of sound did this make for you inside the bomb shelter? 
 
L: (chuckles) It was loud.  And of course, there was all the Germans that were in this 
shelter ahead of us, and there were women and they were screaming and…  It was a 
hell of a mess. 
 Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – LeRoy Shaw 
Interview © 2004 by Thomas Saylor  15 
 
T: How long were you in the air raid shelter?  Can you… 
 
L: Oh, maybe ten minutes. 
 
T: So really over and done. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
(1, B, 405) 
 
T: Yes. 
 
L: We just barely got in there when the bombs starting dropping.  And we came out 
and these…this was a dirt yard around this place, and it looked like it had been 
swept.  The whole thing had been vibrated down to the…it was just like dust. 
 
T: Could you see the damage from the bombing raid? 
 
L: No.  I could hear the bombs going off, and the fire that was going on.  We went 
back into what was left of the depot, and the next thing you know, this lieutenant 
comes in and if you’ve ever seen anyone that was really angry, it was him.  He had 
white froth coming out of both sides of his mouth and he was spouting German just 
as fast as he could, and he held that .38 four inches off my nose, and the little Air 
Force guy that was taking us over to Dulag Luft says, “Don’t say nothing.  Say 
nothing.”  And we did—we didn’t say nothing.  But that is the biggest goddamn thing 
you ever saw when it’s four inches off of your nose. 
 
T: What did you think of?  I mean, here in a sense, you’ve got this angry German with 
a gun right at your face. 
 
L: Yes.  You see, that was the second gun that I had pointed at me in a week 
(chuckles). 
 
T: That’s right.  And from the way you described the first one, this one sounds a little 
more serious. 
 
L: Oh, this guy was serious.  He was. 
 
T: Did you think at all that he was really going to shoot you? 
 
L: There was that possibility.  The way he was acting, he was completely out of 
control. 
 
T: How did the situation end? 
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L: He went back, apparently to see what was happening to his troops.  He was an 
Army guy, by the way.  He was not an Air Force guy.  Then I never saw him anymore 
after that.  Then they took us…when it got to be close to the evening and they had 
gathered up the other crews, air crews, from my outfit that were shot down.  They 
had them over at an airfield.  This airfield was one of those that was completely 
underground.  Their soldiers were walking around with red around their eyelids 
and stuff from the dirt coming down. 
 
T: So were you put together with other captured Americans at that point? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: People that you knew, probably. 
 
L: That’s correct.  That’s who I talked to and how I knew what the deal was about 
bombing this marshalling yard. 
 
T: Right. 
 
L: I spent two days there after the thing in this Air Force field.  They had us down 
below, and when we got out of there they took us in a little truck. 
 
T: How many of you? 
 
L: Maybe there was four or five.  It was like a weapons carrier.  And we were sitting 
in the back and we had a guard sitting on the tailgate.  Apparently he hit a bomb 
crater when he was driving this truck, and went down through this thing and my leg 
went flying in the air with this plaster cast and came down and landed on the heel 
and it broke the cast right across the heel.  When I got over to Dulag Luft, and they 
only had us there for a day or a day and a half, and they apparently had all the 
information they wanted.  All I ever got was name, rank, and serial number.  I didn’t 
tell them anything, but Bankston said they had blueprints and everything.  They 
showed him.  Of the airplane that we were in. 
 
(1, B, 455) 
 
T: So the two of you had very different experiences at Dulag Luft. 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Yours was very short and simple it sounds like. 
 
L: Yes.  It really was.  Up to this point.  When I left there, they sent me over to the 
Obermassfeld. 
 
T: This was part of Stalag IX-C at Meiningen, right? 
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L: Right. 
 
T: The Lazarette. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: You were there, I wrote down [from information provided by you prior to taping], 
until September of 1944.  So several months you spent there. 
 
L: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: Let’s talk about that facility because…now were you still with Bankston or is he 
going… 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So the two of you… 
 
L: The two of us, we went right together. 
 
T: And the other Americans you had been with are moved on somewhere else. 
 
L: They went someplace else. 
 
T: Talk about this facility.  It’s a medical facility for… 
 
L: That’s right.  It’s where they took all the wounded.  I think Germans and the 
Americans or whoever they had. 
 
T: Was this a large facility? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  It was a big hospital there.  They had X-ray equipment and everything.  
They didn’t X-ray my ankle in the cast.  They simply wrapped some more gauze and 
plaster of Paris around the outside. 
 
T: Trying to repair the cast, in a way? 
 
L: Yes.  Right.  They didn’t care about the foot inside (chuckles).  They had to repair 
the cast.  The broken cast. 
 
T: And how much pain was your leg giving you by this time? 
 
L: By this time, it was pain.  That’s all I can say.  Because of all the jockeying around 
and everything.  It did hurt.  It hurt really bad. 
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T: What kind of barracks or quarters did you have there at Meiningen? 
 
L: Well, we went from Obermassfeld to Meiningen.  Meiningen was just the rest 
home, or like a hospital.  It was just a large building.  We had cots all over the place.  
We were set up ten people to the table and we were fed good there.  Three meals a 
day.  And lots of wheat.  We got two pitchers of beer to the table. 
 
T: So this is not your…you had prison camp fare later. 
 
L: Yes.  Right.  I have to say that I figure I was pretty damn lucky, the treatment that I 
got, because when I got over to Dulag Luft that’s when they decided that they ought 
to maybe look at that ankle and see what was going on. 
 
T: After Meiningen or at Dulag Luft? 
 
(1, B, 492) 
 
L: This was at Dulag Luft, because where I went to have this X-ray taken was at 
Frankfurt.  I’m going to tell you a wild one.  The gal who X-rayed my leg was the 
mother of a boy who is married to my daughter, and they live out in Chaska. 
 
T: The woman who X-rayed your… 
 
L: My leg. 
 
T: No kidding. 
 
L: She was the X-ray technician at this hospital in Frankfurt and she said, “I don’t 
remember you, but I did a lot of them.”  If she was the only one there… 
 
T: She had to have done yours. 
 
L: She had to have done mine.  And she was rougher than hell. 
 
T: Let me ask you a little bit more about Meiningen, where you spent several 
months.  You mentioned pretty decent food and living quarters there. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: What kind of interaction did you have with Germans on a daily basis? 
 
L: Inside the hospital there we had no interaction with Germans at all.  We were 
pretty much on our own.  Well, everybody there was a noncom.  It was a buck 
sergeant or higher.  But they were all…there were no officers.  We had no officers 
there at all.  But we had English people there.  We had…one guy was a…he came 
from Algeria. 
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T: So not just Americans.  Different Allied forces. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Different types of injuries too? 
 
L: Different types of injuries too.  We had several guys that had come down in the 
tail cones of the B-17s.  Never got out of the airplane.  The tail came down. 
 
T: With them in it? 
 
L: With them in it.  And they lived. 
 
T: Was there any kind of chance for you to write home, to send any kind of 
correspondence? 
 
L: One letter home that my mother received.  The rest of it, notification was taken 
care of by the…amateur radio operators. 
 
T: Who broadcast… 
 
L: Yes.  They got the information from the Germans when they gave it out.  Who was 
a prisoner of war and whether they had any injuries and that type of thing.  They 
were very good about that. 
 
T: Was there any kind of work detail here or anything, or did you spend your days 
pretty much sitting around? 
 
L: No.  I didn’t do a day’s work.  I was a noncom.  Staff sergeant.  We weren’t 
required to work at all. 
 
T: So what did you do while you were in there? 
 
L: All we did…well, at Meiningen we’d walk around the outside of the fence and talk 
to the Germans on the outside of the fence. 
 
T: Civilians. 
 
L: Civilians. 
 
(1, B, 534) 
 
T: So you could walk around.  You were ambulatory. 
 
L: Yes.  I had a walking cast on this leg and I was kind of limping along. 
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T: So you were able to talk to Germans through the fence? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  They could speak English. 
 
T: What did you talk about? 
 
L: In general, what the war was doing.  Where their people were.  Why they were 
right there at that time.  Lots of information you got from these people. 
 
T: Could you believe them? 
 
L: You had to.  You had nothing to go by, you know. 
 
T: So it was this or nothing. 
 
L: Yes.  You know, the thing that I didn’t tell you about when I was at Amiens, 
France.  Because I had only given them name, rank, and serial number, I was put into 
a single room all by myself that was about six foot wide and maybe eight foot long.  
And right after I was put into that room and put into the saddle with the weight 
hanging over the end, all of a sudden I heard a gnawing sound, and they bored about 
an inch and a half hole right through the solid wood door.  And that’s where the 
guard was standing outside the door. 
Just before he took me in to put the cast on my leg, a little nurse came in and 
a Frenchman, and from the conversation, I gathered that they had convinced this 
guard that there was a gas leak at the fixture in the room.  I don’t believe there had 
been any gas in that building for years.  But anyway, she stood right in front of this 
hole in the door so he couldn’t see what was going on in there.  This guy is up with 
his wrench and he’s clang clanging on the pipe work up there, and then he reached 
over to the window that had bars on it and he showed me that the bars, you just 
lifted them up and you could take them out of there.  But I told him no, I wasn’t 
going. 
 
T: Not with your leg.  Sure. 
 
L: Yes.  They were there.  They wanted to get me out of there. 
 
T: Let me ask you about escape.  It’s just one of those things that people talk about, 
and a lot is made of it.  Now, you were in several different camps.  Did the subject of 
escape ever seriously cross your mind? 
 
L: Never.  Never.  There might have been an opportunity to do this.  About the only 
place would have been when I was going from Meiningen up to Stargard to Luft IV 
where I was riding in the first class section of a train with one German guard who 
allowed us to play with his machine gun.  He was a real nice guy. 
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T: Did it cross your mind, or were you content to sort of ride out the war as a POW? 
 
L: I was content.  You bet.  Because the leg hadn’t really set right.  I just was bound 
that I was just going to stay around. 
 
T: And once you were in Germany—you don’t speak German, do you? 
 
L: No. 
 
T: So they would have picked you up pretty quick, wouldn’t they? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Although my mother was full-blooded German.  Born right out here in 
Richfield.  Family home right out here on Cedar Avenue.  At that time it was Highway 
5.  In fact it still is Highway 5. 
 
(1, B, 589) 
 
T: Just a little bigger.  Now Meiningen?  In September you moved to a real prison 
camp, I guess. 
 
L: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: Luft IV, up at Grosstychow, in Poland.  Transported by rail up there. 
 
L: By rail.  Yes. 
 
T: Easy rail journey as you describe it. 
 
L: I could not believe it.  Why we could be moving this way.  It was, again, just two 
prisoners.  Me and Bankston by ourselves. 
 
T: You two have stayed together. 
 
L: We stayed together. 
 
T: To the very end of the war? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So he was at Barth when the war ended too? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So just the two of you being moved a fairly good distance across Germany. 
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L: Oh, yes.  I don’t know how many days that trip took to get up to Stargard, but it 
was a couple of days because transportation was not readily available.  That was 
another thing.  Why was I riding first class?  In a compartment car.  Just two of us 
and a guard.  Right. 
 
T: This guard and the two of you sitting together for a long time.  Did you interact 
with each other? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Well, he fed us and everything.  He had a long slice of baloney and with 
his Messer, his knife, he’d cut us off a chunk of this.  And he had bread.  He’d cut us 
bread. 
 
T: This is interesting.  Now, you’ve got a pretty positive experience with a German 
here.  You’ve described some negative experiences with Germans, the officer that 
held a pistol to your face, the young kid.  What do you make of the Germans?  I mean, 
in a sense, how did you size them up? 
 
L: I think, it looked to me like the ones that had not been subjected to a lot of 
damage or that type of thing, they were good.  The ones who…well, like this guy with 
the…the army guy…his whole ammunition train.  I don’t know if I said in that deal 
about that thing.  But we were there at Amiens while this freight yard was burning 
for two days.  And it burned the whole time we were there.  There was a column of 
smoke coming out of there and bombs going off every now and then. 
 
T: He was a German.  He was a person who, you think because he had faced attack 
from the air… 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Was angry. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  He was very, very angry.  Like I think I told you there, I said, that white 
froth was coming out of both sides of his mouth. 
 
T: That must have made a real impression on you because you remember it all these 
years later. 
 
L: Yes.  Oh! 
 
T: What about German civilians when you were on the train or going through…you 
were on several different train journeys.  How often did you see German civilians? 
 
L: Not on the trains.  For some unknown reason…I guess the populace didn’t move 
that much.  If they were moving, they were on some kind of a military train ride.  We 
saw a lot of activity with…they had 88s, you know, on rail cars. 
 
 Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – LeRoy Shaw 
Interview © 2004 by Thomas Saylor  23 
(1, B, 644) 
 
T: And taking a train as you did, you saw a lot of different things on rail, I suppose. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: When you came through train stations, any civilians there?  As you got off of 
trains did you see civilians? 
 
L: We never got off the train. 
 
T: Once you got on, it was at the destination only. 
 
L: That’s it. 
 
T: Interactions with civilians minimal, if at all. 
 
L: Very good.  Yes. 
 
T: Let’s talk about Stalag Luft IV, a place that you spent about six months it looks 
like. 
 
L: Yes.  That’s right. 
 
T: What impression did that camp make on you when you first walked in?  What did 
you see? 
 
L: You can’t believe what you’re walking into.  The fence around the outside of this 
place was, I’m going to say, twenty foot tall.  Fifteen, twenty foot tall.  There were 
guard towers with machine guns on all the corners.  At night they turned a flock of 
dogs loose.  During the day these same dogs…between the compounds there was an 
area that was about maybe ten foot wide.  Two dogs walked that continually all the 
way around.  It was…you knew you were there until the end. 
 
T: A real contrast for you from Meiningen where you’d come from, isn’t it? 
 
L: That’s correct.  You knew you were in it, and another thing.  A lot of conversation 
about escaping.  These barracks were built three foot off the ground. 
 
T: So the floor was off the ground. 
 
L: Off the ground. 
 
T: So you could see underneath. 
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L: Yes.  Right.  And the dogs roamed underneath all night.  They had Polish prisoners 
in there with us.  They used them for all the duties like cleaning the latrines and that 
type of thing.  There was a latrine on the end of each barracks. 
 
T: How big were these barracks?  I mean, how many men were inside? 
 
L: Three hundred. 
 
T: So it was a long structure… 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Subdivided into rooms? 
 
L: Yes.  For a long time there they had, there were probably six bunks. 
 
T: In each of these rooms. 
 
L: In each one of these rooms.  They were three deckers.  So you had eighteen guys 
there.  And then if they had overage [too many] people, they slept on the floor. 
And there was a table.  That’s where we played our cards.  We played cards.  
Bridge.  I never had played bridge until…I sat there and watched these two or three 
guys that were playing bridge and I finally got into the game.  I pretty good at it 
(chuckles). 
 
(1, B, 698) 
 
T: There was time to fill during the day wasn’t there, Mr. Shaw? 
 
L: Yes.  Right.  Because all we did was, the first thing in the morning they called you 
out.  You stood a roll call and these guards would come down there and they would 
have to count you.  Guys would shift back and forth.  Change. 
 
T: Trying to mess up the count. 
 
L: Oh, mess up the count.  I spent a couple of times out there where we were out 
there near an hour while they got the count. 
 
T: So the roll call starts the day.  Was there a meal or mealtime regularly? 
 
L: Yes.  But that was in the evening. 
 
T: What did you get in the morning for food? 
 
L: Nothing. 
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T: Nothing that you remember in the morning.  Was there a noontime meal? 
 
L: I say nothing, but we had some Red Cross parcels.  They were Canadians.  I liked 
the Canadian parcel because that had one pound of pure butter.  The Americans, 
they couldn’t afford that. 
 
T: So there was as difference between these packages? 
 
L: We got a one pound can.  It looked exactly like the Canadian one, except it was 
oleo.  You know what we used those for?  Candles. 
 
T: So you didn’t eat it. 
 
L: We never ate it.  It was terrible.  It was just like wax. 
 
T: Now you mentioned that as a food source.  The Germans give some bread or 
coffee, tea in the morning? 
 
L: No. 
 
T: And was there a noontime meal that you remember? 
 
L: No.  You got a meal at about three or four in the afternoon.  Usually of boiled 
potatoes and some kind of vegetables that were dehydrated, shredded, and they 
were just thrown into the water with the potatoes and that’s what you ate. 
 
T: The amount of food you’re describing isn’t a lot. 
 
L: No.  Because with those people in that room, this was all carried back to the room 
in one dishpan. 
 
T: So you have one portion or one big pot of food had to be split up in the room. 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: Who did the splitting up? 
 
L: It was very…I felt very fair.  I never ran into an incident where anybody tried to 
hog anything. 
 
T: Who split the food up?  Was somebody in charge of divvying it out? 
 
L: It would be one or two guys that did all the divvying.  We, when I was there, four 
of us joined what we called a commune. 
 
T: Voluntarily? 
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L: Yes. 
 
T: So you put stuff together…. 
 
End of Tape 1.  Tape 2, Side A begins at counter 000. 
 
T: Mr. Shaw, you were talking about dividing up food and you were in a group of 
four, a commune of guys. 
 
L: Right. 
 
T: Was this something that was recommended that you do, or that you realized that 
being together was better than being by yourself? 
 
L: We figured it was better to have the four together because you opened up one can 
of meat or whatever that was in that parcel that you got, and now you had four 
people…you had four cans of that type of stuff and so you could divvy it out.  And 
that’s what it was based on. 
 
T: How did you decide with whom to get together?  I mean, did you pick each other 
or how did the four guys come together? 
 
L: I can tell you it was Reen, Waltho, myself, and what the hell was that other guy’s 
name?  I can’t think of the fourth guy’s name. 
 
T: Had you know any of these guys before you got to the barracks? 
 
L: Negative. 
 
T: These are guys brand new to you. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Would you say they were your friend or just guys that you… 
 
L: Just guys that you joined up with and you decided that this is what you’re going to 
make a commune and we would all eat together.  You see, at the same time you got a 
loaf of bread that would be…that loaf of bread had to be divided into eighteen 
pieces. 
 
T: For your room. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So each room got a loaf too. 
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L: Yes.  Right.  Did anybody tell you about what that loaf of bread was? 
 
T: Yes. 
 
L: Sawdust and that type of thing. 
 
T: Stick to your ribs. 
 
L: Oh, yes (chuckles). 
 
T: And then some. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So somebody had to slice the bread too, right? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Was there a bread slicer in your room? 
 
L: Oh, no.  They had knives that were so sharp you wouldn’t believe. 
 
T: And one person…did you have one person who split the bread up? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: And he split it up into eighteen slices. 
 
L: Yes.  One time the loaf would give you maybe an inch if it was eighteen inches 
long.  Two of them would have crusts on both ends. 
 
T: Was the bread split fairly in your opinion? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Yes.  Yes.  You have no idea how frugal the guys can be and how evenly 
they’ll treat one another.  It was amazing. 
 
T: So from your perspective, people were respectful of being fair to each other. 
 
(2, A, 29) 
 
L: They were all there with the same reason.  They were all there.  Therefore, they 
weren’t going anyplace.  You just had to ride out the war. 
 
T: Does that mean that they’re thinking of your own room, your own barracks, does 
that mean there weren’t disagreements between guys? 
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L: Oh, there would be arguments say after lights out at night.  Some guy would start 
talking about something, and the next thing you know there would be two or three 
guys talking about it.  But it was never anything violent.  Never.  I never saw 
anyone…the only one that ever abused anybody was a guy they had by the name of 
Big Stoop. 
 
T: A German guard. 
 
L: Yes.  He had to be seven foot tall.  And I saw him take one of the prisoners right off 
of the third bunk.  He was sick.  He had been throwing up and dysentery all night 
long.  And he took him with one hand, grabbed the shirt, and set him on the floor.  
He also took my watch that day too. 
 
T: The same day. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Was this a German guard you saw regularly? 
 
L: No.  Well, yes.  He was there for all the roll calls and stuff.  But periodically they’d 
take you out to the main compound up there and you had to strip [for a] search.  Not 
strip…we never stripped.  But I remember I had my graduation watch.  A Hamilton 
watch.  I also had this ring, but at the time it had an aquamarine stone in it.  Now it’s 
got four diamonds in there.  But anyway, they never took that because I had turned 
that over this way so I had it inside my hand so he couldn’t see it.  But he saw this 
watch on and he came over and put one finger under that and threw it twenty feet 
over in the corner of the room.  Disturbed me a little. 
 
T: Yes.  I bet it would. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: The German guards that you encountered there at Luft IV, did you encounter 
them on a daily basis in your barracks or was there much contact at all? 
 
L: There wasn’t much contact.  It was mostly you stood for these formations at the 
start of the day and at the end of the day. 
 
T: And then during the day itself you were kind of on your own. 
 
L: That’s right.  The guards, of course, were in the towers. 
 
T: You mentioned playing cards a little while ago.  How did you spend your time?  
That’s a lot of hours to kill. 
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L: Oh, I know.  We’d come roaring back into the room after the morning roll call and 
we’d go sit down.  We had one little kitchen table and four of us at a time would play 
bridge.  As you tired of playing bridge, somebody else sat in your chair.  It just 
rotated around in a loop. 
 
T: So the bridge game was just ongoing? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: What else did you do to pass your time? 
 
L: There wasn’t really that much to do.  Once a day somebody of the eighteen guys in 
the room would go and get this pan of grub that they were given.  Usually a lot of 
potatoes.  They must have had a lot of potatoes.  I remember Bankston.  He came to 
the room one day.  He wasn’t even in the same room I was in.  And he came in there 
and his whole finger on the top here was a solid blister. 
 
T: His index finger. 
 
L: Yes.  I said, “How in the hell did you get that?”  He says, “I went for food.”  I said, 
“You shouldn’t have gone for food.  You’ve got no feeling in that finger at all.  You’ve 
got a third degree burn on there.”  And so he never went then anymore to get food.  
But see, that hand was just…fit just right on that pan. 
 
(2, A, 85) 
 
T: He couldn’t feel how hot it was. 
 
L: He couldn’t feel how hot it was. 
 
T: Was boredom an issue? 
 
L: Boredom was an issue, because there was nothing to do.  It would have been nice 
to have something to do.  They could have had us doing anything they wanted us to.  
But they didn’t. 
 
T: They left you, in a sense, to fill your time… 
 
L: That’s right. 
 
T: Did you end up sitting around a lot, or talking, or walking, or… 
 
L: Yes.  We did a lot of walking.  They had like a raceway right around and we’d talk 
to the other compound.  We’d walk side by each with the guys in the other 
compound.  Just keep walking around.  Once in a while a guard would say, “Hey, bust 
it up down there.” 
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T: But lots of walking and talking. 
 
L: Yes.  Just walking around.  Walking around.  Like I say, nobody was gong anyplace. 
 
T: Now you were at this camp into 1945.  How much awareness did you have of how 
the war was going? 
 
L: Oh, we heard all the time. 
 
T: How did you hear? 
 
L: I remember when I first went into Meiningen, not Meiningen—I went to 
Obermassfeld first.  That was there the hospital was.  There were a lot of British 
soldiers there.  They wanted to know, when is the invasion coming?  When are they 
coming?  Seeing as how I had actually been in on two invasion practice deals on the 
southern coast of England, I told them that it would be shortly.  When that hit, we 
knew, 9 June.  When that hit.  We knew exactly.  We knew that day. 
 
T: When you were at Luft IV or then at Luft I at Barth, did you get news or was it 
mostly rumors? 
 
L: It was mostly rumors at Barth.  Although I understood that the officers there, they 
had confiscated radios or whatever.  I don’t know how they got it.  But they could 
listen to BBC and Axis Dolly. 
 
T: Axis Sally. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: But you weren’t getting any of this news yourself. 
 
L: No. 
 
T: That you remember.  As an enlisted man. 
 
L: No.  No.  Because we didn’t have that in our barracks. 
 
T: So was it possible to follow the course of the war, at all, from Luft IV or Luft I, for 
you? 
 
L: Well, other than the fact that I was moved from Luft IV over to Luft I when we 
could hear the cannons going off. 
 
T: At the end at Luft IV could you hear the war coming? 
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L: Oh, you bet.  Yes. 
 
T: What did that do for the mood among the men, as you observed? 
 
(2, A, 122) 
 
L: Oh, everybody was up.  The more we heard of the advancement of the Russians, 
the more we were sure we were going to be released.  But we didn’t have any idea of 
how they were going to do it.  I saw, after the war was over with, when I went and I 
tried to get this information to have it available for you here…I went to the little hut 
where the commander of the Luft I was and I found my records. 
 
T: Your card. 
 
L: With the picture and all that stuff on it.  The pink card and the blue card.  Also 
observed on the bulletin board a letter from Hitler to Goering advising him to get rid 
of all of the prisoners of war before they were allowed to just run free. 
 
T: Luckily you didn’t know that before time. 
 
L: Yes.  And what happened was, Goering said that he would take care of all the 
prisoners of war.  He was an all right guy. 
 
T: He was an Air Force guy, wasn’t he? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So you could hear the war coming. 
 
L: Oh, you bet. 
 
T: Now it’s wintertime.  Did the weather make a difference as far as your life as a 
POW in the camp? 
 
L: You see, we didn’t spend a lot of time outside, even in the wintertime.  We had to 
be real skimpy…we got one or two pieces, bricks, of coal a day, and you had a little 
stove that was maybe twelve inches in diameter and maybe stood about that high 
(holds outstretched hand two feet off the ground) with a little pipe that went up out 
through the roof. 
 
T: So it wasn’t creating a lot of heat. 
 
L: No.  Not a lot of heat.  You didn’t get a lot of heat. 
 
T: Would you say you were uncomfortable because of the cold, or was it just chilly? 
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L: It was just chilly.  Because of the fact that we had so many people in the rooms.  
These rooms… 
 
T: Housing eighteen men you said, right? 
 
L: Yes.  How would you feel if this was the room? 
 
T: The one we’re sitting in here now? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Is about twelve feet square it looks like.  And that’s the room for eighteen men? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: It’s going to be cozy and there’s going be some body warmth though, isn’t there? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  That’s right.  And that’s what they really relied on.  And you had this little 
heater.  For the meal at night you would keep that saucepan of stuff on the top of the 
stove before it was divided and then everybody…well, that was the heat for the 
room too. 
 
T: Did you…you had your own mess kit or… 
 
L: You made your own [mess kit] out of milk cans that were one pound cans of dried 
milk.  You would take the top off and they had a rim with the top.  You could hook 
wires underneath that and put a little bale on it and that was your dish. 
 
T: Which you ate in. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
(2, A, 170) 
 
T: Did the Germans supply any kind of eating utensils? 
 
L: Negative. 
 
T: So you had to… 
 
L: All that stuff was made out of tins and stuff that you got in these parcels. 
 
T: You had to be pretty creative in other words. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Yes.  You had to do that. 
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T: Let’s move on to moving out of Luft IV as it was, because it took a long time for 
you to move to Luft I, which on the map isn’t that far and took how many days? 
 
L: Eleven days. 
 
T: In Luft IV how much advance warning did you have that the camp was going to be 
evacuated? 
 
L: We were told on one day and we were marched to the trains the next. 
 
T: That’s not much time to prepare really. 
 
L: No. 
 
T: How did you, when you got the news, what did you think to do as a way of 
preparing yourself? 
 
L: I picked up the few things I had, notebooks I had started [taking] down names and 
addresses in, and that’s it.  And you only had the clothes that you were wearing.  
There wasn’t much to take. 
 
T: Any extra food to take? 
 
L: All the extra food that was leftover.  Yes.  You took that with you.  But like I think I 
told you before, I didn’t eat a thing for eleven days. 
 
T: How was your leg doing by the time you left Luft IV? 
 
L: Oh, it was in pretty good shape. 
 
T: The cast was off. 
 
L: Yes.  Oh, yes. 
 
T: And you could walk okay? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Except for the fact that I walked with it katywampus. 
 
T: With your foot out like…your foot was out a little bit or turned to the side. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: One foot pointed straight ahead, the other, the right foot, at a forty-five degree 
angle. 
 
L: That’s right. 
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T: How was, as you looked around you and remember, how was the evacuation 
order received by other men?  Were people happy about this?  Worried?  Excited? 
 
L: They were all excited about it, because they knew then that the Russians 
definitely—it wasn’t just making a lot of noise, they were actually coming.  Because 
that’s why they were moving us.  That was quite a farce there.  Leaving.  In the first 
place, it was snowing.  The snowflakes that were coming down were an inch or so in 
diameter.  Real heavy, wet snow.  It’s in February.  We got down to the railroad yard.  
They marched us all up to these cars, and they counted off fifty-four at a time. 
 
T: How many of you…all the people in your compound?  All the Americans out at one 
time? 
 
(2, A, 209) 
 
L: No.  No.  No.  Just the ones that had been hospitalized.  Just the ones that had leg 
damage or had been hospitalized in some way. 
 
T: So they still had you in that category, even that late. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: So you were not with everybody else. 
 
L: No.  By the way, Bankston went with me. 
 
T: So you’re back with him again. 
 
L: Yes.  Right.  And we got on this boxcar, and it was eleven days of hell because… 
 
T: Let’s talk about that, because you’re talking about fifty-some guys in one of these 
forty and eight cars. 
 
L: Right. 
 
T: So a place to sit down or stand up only? 
 
L: We were down.  We were down.  Because I was right next to the door on the side.  
I could actually see through a little hole in the siding on the car.  I could see what 
was going on outside.  That’s where I saw where we were sitting on a siding and 
these military trains going by with the 88s on board and all the guys singing their 
songs. 
 
T: So you could hear and see the Germans going by outside. 
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L: Yes. 
 
T: Inside the car, that’s a long time to be there.  Let’s talk about the food that was 
provided or water. 
 
L: Well, we would get one bucket of water a day.  One twelve quart pail.  And one 
dipper.  They’d pass that thing around and everybody would take their sip of water 
and that was it.  That’s all you got. 
 
T: How about food? 
 
L: We never ate a thing. 
 
T: So you were never provided with any food on this journey. 
 
L: No. 
 
T: What you had with you, and that was it. 
 
L: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: Bathroom facilities. 
 
L: They would also come once a day with an open bucket type deal with some hay in 
the bottom of it.  Nobody used it. 
 
T: Why not? 
 
L: Well, because if you don’t eat anything, your digestive system doesn’t work.  I 
went that whole eleven days without bowel movement or urination. 
 
T: The whole time. 
 
L: The whole time. 
 
T: This seems like a pretty psychologically stressful environment here.  How were 
you handling this? 
 
L: Towards the end of the trip I’d have to say that I was getting damn tired of it. 
 
(2, A, 250) 
 
T: And what does that mean…I mean, as you think about it.  How did you keep 
yourself going through these days? 
 
 Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – LeRoy Shaw 
Interview © 2004 by Thomas Saylor  36 
L: When we got there to Barth it was the spring of the year and I don’t know, I 
suppose the Red Cross sent in baseballs and bats and stuff like that.  So we had 
baseball teams. 
 
T: In the camp. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: But in the railroad car itself, as you think back to the time in the car and you 
looked around you, how were other men in this railroad car handling this being 
packed in there day after day? 
 
L: I’m no psychologist to figure that out.  What their general mood might have been.  
It didn’t seem like there was much of any kind of anxiety or anything going on in 
there. 
 
T: There’s not much food coming in either. 
 
L: Yes.  So everybody just kept very calm.  You know, you’d think that well, there 
ought to be somebody go off their rocker or something and make a scene.  We didn’t 
have any of that.  At least in the car that I was in. 
 
T: Was your car ever attacked by aircraft?  The train ever attacked by aircraft? 
 
L: No. 
 
T: So just a lot of sitting. 
 
L: Just a lot of sitting.  And I have no idea whether the train was marked as…with red 
crosses or anything.  We couldn’t see that because the snow was coming down when 
we finally got on there. 
 
T: It must have been cold in the cars too though. 
 
L: It was.  It was colder than hell.  That was real funny, because we finally got in the 
cars and I’ll bet we didn’t move four or five feet and a series of cars—because the 
snow had packed on the rails, jumped the track. 
 
T: So you hardly had gone at all. 
 
L: We had hardly moved at all.  And we spent the whole night there sitting in that 
railroad station all locked up in those cars. 
 
T: The doors were only open, it sounds like, once a day, maybe twice? 
 
L: That’s right.  When the water came in and when the bucket came in. 
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T: But you didn’t get out of the car at all? 
 
L: No.  Never got out of the car. 
 
T: So the challenge it sounds like, was to just get through this without knowing how 
long it was going to be. 
 
L: You’ve said it.  That’s just about what it amounted to. 
 
T: Do you play certain mind games with yourself to sort of… 
 
L: Now that I think about it, we probably did. 
 
T: Because you don’t know if it’s going to be one day, one week, two weeks. 
 
L: There you go.  And it definitely was a challenge.  My God, I’m going to make it. 
 
T: Do you remember thinking that to yourself?  Kind of a challenge.  Now, was 
Bankston with you in the car here? 
 
L: No.  He ended up in another car.  And I don’t remember whether he was just 
ahead or just behind.  But we all got in the same barracks together when we got to 
Barth. 
 
(2, A, 307) 
 
T: When you got to Barth there, was it just off the train and then marched to camp? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: I imagine you were a little weak. 
 
L: Oh!  The legs didn’t hardly want to move at all. 
 
T: And yet, I’m thinking, it must have felt good to get the hell out of that car. 
 
L: Oh, it did.  And it was kind of a spring-like day.  Even though we were up there on 
the Baltic coast. 
 
T: Barth is right on the water. 
 
L: Yes.  So anyway, when we got to the camp and the Russians were on the move, 
they were coming at us there, the night before the Germans pulled out. 
 
T: This is when Barth…at the end of the war here. 
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L: Yes.  The camp commander went to Colonel Zemke and turned himself in and 
then all of the… 
 
T: At Luft I, at Barth, you spent the last couple months of the war, February through 
early May, before you actually left. 
 
L: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: Now as a veteran of several camps, this is the third for you, how does Barth 
compare to the conditions you had at Luft IV? 
 
L: This was the officers’ camp and it was really, as far as I was concerned, deluxe.  I 
mean, we had hot and cold running water.  We had bathroom facilities, stools even, 
in the barracks.  We weren’t sitting on a plank. 
 
T: So better conditions. 
 
L: Right. 
 
T: The actual barracks you were in.  Again, how big and how many men were in it? 
 
L: There were larger rooms.  This barracks, I’d say the room that Bankston and I 
were in must have been about maybe twenty by thirty.  There were probably fifty, 
seventy-five people in there. 
 
T: Mixed officers and enlisted? 
 
L: No.  No. 
 
T: Just enlisted. 
 
L: All enlisted.  And we set up again our commune, and we ended up everybody 
getting a new parcel with forty pounds of food.  So we had 160 pounds of food. 
 
T: Now the three other guys you were with, was Bankston one of them now? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: And two other guys who were or were not with you before? 
 
L: No.  They were the same two guys. 
 
T: From your other commune. 
 
L: Yes. 
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T: So you’ve only replaced one guy with Bankston. 
 
L: Right.  Yes. 
 
T: So there’s a level of trust between the four of you.  You sorta know each other. 
 
(2, A, 365) 
 
L: Right. 
 
T: Was food supplied by the Germans there at Barth, that you recall? 
 
L: The only thing we got there was the veggies.  The dehydrated vegetables. 
 
T: Any bread or soup that you recall? 
 
L: Yes.  We did have bread too. 
 
End of Tape 2, Side A.  Side B begins at counter 374. 
 
T: You remember soup now, you think. 
 
L: Yes.  But there was no meat in this.  I started picking up a little…because we had 
all this 160 pounds of…there was one big [can of dried milk], they came four to the 
box.  And we got a whole box for our little commune.  I think the four parcels could 
probably make fifteen gallons of milk.  These one pound cans of dried milk.  It wasn’t 
very good milk. 
 
T: But it was nutrition. 
 
L: It was nutrition. 
 
T: So you could milk, pun intended, you could milk this supply of food for quite a 
while. 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: And did, it sounds like. 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Now with food being short supply… 
 
L: We ate up all of the bully beef that this country bought from Argentina in the ’30s.  
We ended up eating it. 
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T: Half a world away.  Did you have to worry about your food or any kind of food 
items being stolen by other prisoners?  Or could you leave it out on your bunk. 
 
L: We just had these two cases that the parcels had come in.  We set them up and we 
had a couple boards we scrounged for the top of this thing.  Nobody bothered it. 
 
T: So you weren’t concerned that your stuff was going to be pilfered or messed with. 
 
L: No. 
 
T: What was the basic routine here at Barth?  How did you spend your time during 
the day?  You’ve got, again, a lot of time to kill. 
 
L: Yes.  And believe it or not, I don’t think we even stood roll call there. 
 
T: There were a lot of people being sent here at the very end of the war, aren’t 
there? 
 
L: Yes.  And I don’t think we ever even were counted. 
 
T: So you don’t recall any morning or evening regular roll call? 
 
L: No. 
 
T: Does that mean you had little if any interaction with the actual Germans? 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: You knew they were out there but… 
 
L: Yes.  The kitchen was run by the officers, and I see no reason for that.  I mean, 
anything against it.  They did all the cooking of the potatoes and these vegetables. 
 
(2, B, 404) 
 
T: And then was it delivered to each barracks or each room then? 
 
L: Yes.  Right.  Yes. 
 
T: And split up by the men themselves? 
 
L: Yes.  Yes.  We’d end up getting a couple of pails, or a couple of pans, of this for 
each room.  And like I say, they were bigger rooms and we probably got a little more 
to eat.  I don’t know. 
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T: Do you feel the amount of food… 
 
L: But there was no nutrition, I don’t think, to any of that dehydrated vegetables. 
 
T: You were losing weight you said. 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Did you feel hungry? 
 
L: I’ll bet you I didn’t weigh 120 pounds when they freed us. 
 
T: So you clearly weren’t getting enough food. 
 
L: Yes.  Right. 
 
T: Did it impact the way you felt?  Did you feel weak and out of energy? 
 
L: I think that we felt tired.  You felt tired.  Most of the time.  That’s just because you 
weren’t getting anything to eat. 
 
T: On a different note, were you getting or sending any kind of correspondence back 
home to your folks? 
 
L: No.  No.  I wrote one card and that was when I was up at Luft IV.  I never was 
offered any writing material or anything, but right after I got into the camp there, 
they passed out cards for everybody that had just arrived there.  This was a new 
compound. 
 
T: At Luft IV. 
 
L: Compound C, at Luft IV.  I guess they figured that everybody probably would want 
to write something home. 
 
T: That’s the only opportunity you had to send stuff home. 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: And did you ever receive any mail from anybody? 
 
L: Negative. 
 
T: At any camp. 
 
L: No.  I’m not even sure that they ever…that anybody ever sent any. 
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T: Right.  That’s right.  If they didn’t know where you were, they couldn’t send 
anything to you. 
 
L: That’s right.  Yes. 
 
T: Did you find yourself thinking of home a lot, or focus more on your present 
situation? 
 
L: Well, I think we were…everybody was thinking mostly about the present situation 
that we had there.  I don’t think that anybody spent a lot of time thinking about 
home.  Maybe they did.  Maybe some guys did. 
 
T: What about you? 
 
L: Not me. 
 
T: No. 
 
(2, B, 428) 
 
L: I never did.  No.  I just drifted along. 
 
T: Do you feel that you had…when you look at other peoples’ POW experiences, even 
in the same camp, do you feel like you did okay for yourself? 
 
L: Oh, I think I did fantastic, because the stories that I’ve heard from others, like 
especially those guys that were on that march. 
 
T: You weren’t marched at all, were you? 
 
L: No.  I got a real good friend that was on that march.  Out of Luft IV. 
 
T: You know what occurs to me is, in kind of a strange way the broken leg you had 
was not a bad thing really. 
 
L: It worked out better I guess for me than anything ever could as far as being a 
prisoner.  I never had to work.  I guess I made it, so I must have got enough to eat 
even though I was losing weight all the time. 
 
T: Sure.  When you think about your experience and you hear of other people who 
had a tougher time, does that make you feel guilty at all? 
 
L: It doesn’t make me feel guilty but the whole deal…I’ve said things about what I 
thought, what we were trained for before we ever went overseas.  We were to be 
skip bombers into the sub pens in the Netherlands.  We got to England and suddenly 
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it was decided we would be bombing at altitude from twelve thousand feet.  We had 
no bombardiers with us at the time. 
 
T: Right. 
 
L: And so they had to…oh, I suppose we were there a month or six weeks before we 
got the first J.  We got 20-Gs and they came with a 20-J that had plastic nose on it 
where a bombardier could sit.  I think we only had one bombardier to each 
squadron. 
 
T: And he would drop, and others would drop on his…I got it. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Everybody dropped on…you formed a box of six airplanes, and when the 
lead guy dropped, everybody else dropped.  I took some landfall pictures of the six 
airplanes in our outfit and we’re dropping four bombs per airplane, and we got 
twenty-four bombs, and right into the ski site.  I took the picture of the bombs going 
off and they were coming right in and covered the whole place. 
 
T: Like you were supposed to. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Even from altitude. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Let me get back to Barth and ask you how you experienced the end of the war. 
 
L: The very first thing that happened, like I said about the colonel, I think his name 
was Wulf, turned himself over to Zemke, who was the colonel P-47 guy one day and 
the next day I was out standing because the guards had gone out of the towers and 
everything.  Woven wire and barbed wire were still up.  I was out by the front gate 
to the compound and here came three wagons on a dead run.  They had people in 
the wagons.  All of a sudden, the lead guy pulls the reigns up on his team of horses 
and the other two outfits piled right into the back of him.  The horses were 
whinnying and screaming and everybody was yapping down there.  And it was the 
Russians. 
 
(2, B, 480) 
 
T: In these wagons. 
 
L: In these wagons. 
 
T: And did they literally let themselves in? 
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L: They came up the driveway and came into the compound.  Zemke met them and 
talked to them, and it was a show troupe and they put on shows. 
 
T: How anticlimactic in a way.  This is the liberating Russian forces? 
 
L: There you go.  They had these shows.  I think it was three, four days before we 
were actually taken out of there. 
 
T: You had the shows in the camp?  They put a show on for you? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Oh, yes. 
 
T: What kind of a show?  I mean, this is a strange image here. 
 
L: You know, these Russians guys with the…the Cossacks you know, and the kicking 
and… 
 
T: The dancing. 
 
L: The dancing and stuff.  Yes.  And show girls. 
 
T: That’s the first girls you’ve seen in a while, isn’t it? 
 
L: Oh, God!  Yes!  They weren’t anything pretty but… 
 
T: They were female. 
 
L: They were female.  Yes. 
 
T: Now the Germans were gone. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Did you have any kind of rumors or news that the Russians were getting close 
before they arrived? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Yes.  Everybody had been talking about it.  When are the Russians going 
to arrive?  Or vice versa.  Maybe we’ll be picked up by the United States when they 
come in.  But the Russians were the first to arrive. 
 
T: Did you personally have any worries about the Russians or not? 
 
L: No.  Not really.  As a matter of fact we were told to stay in the barracks.  However, 
we were allowed to go over to the supply outfit and [get] as much grub as you 
wanted to carry.  I must have been feeling better, because I took one of these forty 
pound boxes. 
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T: With the four packages inside. 
 
L: Yes.  I carried it for a ways and then I traded one forty pound parcel for a pair of 
flying boots that I still have upstairs now.  With zippers up the side and they were up 
to the knee.  Then we got back to camp and were setting up there, and Zemke let out 
the order that nobody was to go to town.  Well, you know what that is? 
 
T: Then everybody’s going to go to town. 
 
L: That’s…all clear boys! 
 
T: Now, were you worried at all about leaving camp and going to town? 
 
L: Not really.  Three of us went together. 
 
T: Armed? 
 
L: No!  No.  And the first thing we encountered, from the prison camp they had built 
these like levies between Barth and the prison camp, and you went out there and 
you had to walk down this thing.  About halfway to town here was a baby buggy 
sitting there with an infant in there with a black spot right in the middle of its 
forehead and the mother and the grandmother just a little ways away.  They were all 
dead.  But I knew that none of our guys had done it.  And whether it was done by the 
Russians or not—they were pretty wild.  I went down to where they had some boats 
tied up by a little bay deal, and they were all tied up and a chain through with a lock 
on it.  Pulled out his gun and pow! pow!  Pieces went flying in the air.  And the 
Russians, they wanted to go out for a boat ride. 
 
(2, B, 536) 
 
T: It sounds like they did. 
 
L: They did. 
 
T: Was there any kind of contact between you and the Russians? 
 
L: I didn’t have any physical contact with them at all. 
 
T: Kind of keep your distance or what? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  We went into town and twice a Russian came up to us and said, 
“comrade.”  Because he knew you were a POW from the camp.  But that’s the only 
contact we had with them. 
 
T: Any German civilians around that you came into contact with? 
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L: Oh, yes.  Yes.  There were Germans around.  As a matter of fact, I saw one of these 
Russians walk up to…there were about four or five German girls standing talking.  
He walked over there and he grabbed one of them and hauled her off to the side. 
 
T: So you could see this. 
 
L: Yes.  And threw his machine gun up over his back and mauled her right there. 
 
T: So it’s kind of a sense of lawlessness. 
 
L: Yes.  Oh, yes.  They were wild. 
 
T: There’s all kinds of accounts of rape. 
 
L: But we also got…these wagonloads of stuff had Three Star Hennessy.  They broke 
into a boxcar in one of the railroad yards they came through and it was filled with 
Three Star Hennessy. 
 
T: Cognac. 
 
L: Yes.  So we had a couple bottles of that.  They were very generous giving that stuff 
and they also had Swiss chocolates. 
 
T: From somewhere. 
 
L: Yes.  As they saw these boxcars, if they were locked, they unlocked them. 
 
T: Just like the boats. 
 
L: And took what they needed. 
 
T: That was the same with the women it sounds like. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Right.  Yes.  Yes.  That looked like it was getting pretty rough, and so we 
decided to go back to camp. 
 
T: From that description, it sounds like you felt that camp was the safer place to be 
in a situation like that. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: I know from the record that you POWs waited at Barth a number of days before 
you were flown out. 
 
L: That’s correct. 
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T: You were flown to Camp Lucky Strike? 
 
(2, B, 570) 
 
L: No.  We went to Rheims, France, first.  And that’s where we were deloused and we 
got new uniforms.  Then we went down to Le Havre to Camp Lucky Strike. 
 
T: Did you take a ship back to the States then? 
 
L: Yes.  The USS Grant 
 
T: Now, when you think of the time at Rheims or at Camp Lucky Strike or on the 
ship, what kind of medical care did you get for anything? 
 
L: Nothing.  None whatsoever.  I didn’t have any problems of any kind.  I don’t know.  
There was medical facilities available at Lucky Strike.  They were just setting that 
camp up when we moved in there.  The Germans were digging slit trenches like 
crazy.  Like I say, they had these five mess halls and good God, I don’t know how 
much grub they must have gone through there.  But we had fresh milk. 
 
T: So they were feeding you continually. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  God!  Like I say, I think I averaged five meals a day. 
 
T: Outside of the eating, was there any kind of debriefing, did military officials talk to 
you about what you’d seen or experienced in the camps? 
 
L: No.  The Red Cross came and they set up a big tent.  Here’s all these guys that had 
been on starvation rations for…some of them for years.  Me, it was only a year.  
Guess what they served?  Donuts and Coca Cola. 
 
T: Donuts and Coca Cola? 
 
L: That’s what they had.  And more than one guy I saw go in there and grab a handful 
of donuts and gobble them down, maybe drink a couple of bottles of Coke and walk 
outside and… 
 
T: Puke it right back up again. 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: I guess there’s a temptation.  You’re hungry.  Eat. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  That’s it.  That’s the way they went. 
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T: How about for you?  Any kind of… 
 
L: No.  Again, I was very careful and I did not overdo. 
 
T: Was it hard to resist? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  It was.  Yes.  I didn’t drink any of the Coke at all.  I had water and I did eat 
a couple of donuts.  But after seeing these guys heaving it up right [away], I knew I 
would probably do the same thing and I didn’t want to go through that. 
 
T: No. 
 
L: Didn’t eat it. 
 
T: Before you were discharged in September you went through Camp Lucky Strike 
there, a hospital ship and some R and R back in the States. 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: Was there ever any kind of debriefing, people, military officials asking you about 
what the prison camp experience had been like? 
 
L: None whatsoever. 
 
T: Any kind of what we might call counseling about the mental hardships of being a 
POW? 
 
L: None whatsoever. 
 
T: So in a sense, it sounds like you were just kind of pushed out the door. 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
(2, B, 620) 
 
T: Moving into the postwar period, did the Veterans Administration ever offer any 
kind of counseling or anything about the POW experience? 
 
L: I ended up with a ten percent disability for my right ankle. 
 
T: Ten percent? 
 
L: Yes.  I had no feeling on the bottom of my foot clear back to the heel.  There was 
feeling on the heel.  Apparently some of the nerves got tangled up with the bone 
when it healed down there.  I remember the guy down there in San Anton when I got 
discharged.  He apparently didn’t believe that I had no feeling.  And so he was using 
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some kind of a thing and all of a sudden I could smell this ungodly smell.  I said, 
“What are you doing down there?”  I pulled my foot up and took a look and he had 
burned two or three spots. 
 
T: In your foot? 
 
L: Right on the bottom of my foot. 
 
T: That was the way he was checking what you were talking about. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  He was checking to make sure I was telling him the right thing.  That I 
didn’t have any feeling down there. 
 
T: I think they would probably do it differently these days, wouldn’t they? 
 
L: I would certainly hope so.  I would certainly hope so. 
 
T: When’s the first time you had either phone or personal contact with your folks? 
 
L: I think I called them that night when I got in.  It was on 20 June.  And the first 
thing I had to do, I called my aunt’s house at 4824 Tenth Avenue and there was no 
answer.  Now it’s three o’clock in the afternoon and I’m out here at Fort Snelling.  I 
don’t have any key to 4824 Tenth Avenue.  I can’t grab a cab.  At that time, I didn’t 
even have any money.  Come to think of it. 
 
T: So you’re stuck at Fort Snelling. 
 
L: Yes.  So I was stuck there.  So I thought I better call another aunt that lived out 
here on 80th and Grand.  And as it turned out, they had a garden and they were out 
there picking strawberries.  June berries.  That’s where the other aunt was.  So I told 
them where I was and where I would be when they got there.  And so they came and 
picked me up.  Then that night, that was a big hullabaloo because all my mother’s 
relatives were right here in Richfield and Bloomington, you know.  So that was: you 
gotta do this.  You gotta do that.  You gotta have…  We’ll make you a meal.  When you 
tell them about all this, you know. 
 
T: They want to feed you, of course. 
 
L: Yes.  Right.  I remember my Aunt Leona out here.  She lived on the home place and 
she said, “I don’t care what day it is.  You like porkchops, by God, we’ll have 
porkchops!”  And it was Friday.  At that time… 
 
T: You were raised Catholic? 
 
L: Yes!  And you don’t eat pork on Friday.  Oh, is that right?  Well, I did.  Yes. 
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T: With that smile it doesn’t sound like you felt guilty about it either. 
 
L: No.  And she was Irish Catholic.  Boy, she was a real…it surprised the hell out of 
me.  Then the German side of the family, of course…you had to have potato 
dumplings.  Yes.  With pork tenderloin.  A whole loin.  And a crown roast. 
 
T: Did you keep it all down? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Yes.  By that time I had had enough to eat so that I could keep it down. 
 
T: Thank God they didn’t get to you any sooner. 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Because you’d want to eat it. 
 
(2, B, 694) 
 
L: Oh, yes.  You bet. 
 
T: Here you are together with relatives that you know.  You know these people. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Did you see your folks pretty soon after that too? 
 
L: Yes.  They of course stayed in California, but I got on the train and I rode out 
there.  I stayed with them two weeks out there in California. 
 
T: And your brother was still in the Pacific? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: In what branch of service?  Navy? 
 
L: Navy.  Of course, he was brought in because I was a prisoner of war.  He had been 
on a destroyer.  That’s what he checked out on.  He was in charge of a gun crew on a 
destroyer.  He came back to the States.  When one member of the family, if they were 
wounded or something, it was possible to get them then to come back.  And so when 
he was told that I was a prisoner of war he asked for reassignment back and he went 
to Seattle and he did longshoreman type work, loading and unloading vessels with 
these big cranes and stuff. 
 
T: But Stateside instead of… 
 
L: Right. 
 Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 – LeRoy Shaw 
Interview © 2004 by Thomas Saylor  51 
 
T: When you saw your relatives here or you saw your folks, how much were they 
curious to know about your POW experience? 
 
L: Well, they asked a lot of questions.  The same kind of stuff and at first I didn’t 
want to talk about this thing.  It was just the farthest thing away from my mind. 
 
T: Why is that? 
 
L: I didn’t want to have to really relive it.  I’ll tell you right now, this is the first time 
that I’ve ever sat down with anybody and talked about this. 
 
T: And has it been…is it hard now years later, to bring this stuff up again? 
 
L: No.  Because I think as it happened to you, you like filed it away.  You know?  As 
something that happened some time ago and you just didn’t want to talk about it. 
 
End of Tape 2.  Tape 3, Side A begins at counter 000. 
 
T: When people asked you questions then, how did you put them off, in a way?  Or 
did you tell them enough to satisfy them? 
 
L: Sometimes I would tell them just enough to satisfy.  And other times I just said I 
don’t want to talk about it. 
 
T: Did that change over time?  You went to work for Northwest Airlines.  You got 
married in 1947.  You raised a family of four kids.  You know, your coworkers, your 
wife, your kids, how much did they know about that? 
 
L: They know nothing. 
 
T: Even now? 
 
L: Even now. 
 
T: Is that they didn’t ask, or you didn’t tell? 
 
L: I’ll tell you what.  I did give one interview to one of my…my oldest granddaughter, 
when she was going in grade school.  She was asked…you know they were talking 
about family and were they in the war and all that kind of stuff.  And so I did have 
one interview with her.  And she wrote a real nice article on it.  But after that 
nobody asked me. 
 
T: You were married for fifty-seven years.  When you were first married or even 
later was your wife, Beatrice, curious to know? 
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L: I don’t know.  I never asked her. 
 
T: She knew you were a POW when you got married? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: It sounds like that was about all she knew. 
 
L: That’s right. 
 
T: She didn’t ask or you didn’t tell? 
 
L: I just didn’t tell. 
 
T: And as you were married for decades, is it just something that was there, not 
really talked about? 
 
L: You might say that.  Except for…I went through a few flying deals.  Sleeping at 
night. 
 
T: That’s one thing I was going to ask you.  What images come back in your mind of 
being shot down or captured or as a POW? 
 
L: I guess the most…I’m going to say terrifying thing of that whole thing, was my 
looking down and seeing blood running the full sides of his little finger on Bankston.  
I relived that many, many times. 
 
T: As a dream or as a conscious image? 
 
L: Yes.  As a dream.  You’re going through that all the time.  I’d wake up in a…just a 
sweat.  Ahhh!  And the actual parachute jump at the same time.  Unless you’ve gone 
through it, you know, you don’t realize…it’s had a traumatic effect on you, but you 
don’t realize it. 
 
T: That’s an interesting way to put it.  Hearing from you that of all the time you were 
a POW that that very, that the plane being shot down was more traumatic as far as 
what stuck in your mind. 
 
L: Yes.  Yes.  But I never had…I can’t recall when I was a prisoner of war of waking 
up and going through this whole deal again.  Being hit and seeing Bankston down on 
the floor and getting the tourniquet on his arm.  It was more than just taking this .50 
caliber and throwing it out of the hole with 360 rounds of ammunition.  I also took 
both of the cans out of the turret and they had four hundred and some…to get rid of 
some of the weight in the airplane. 
 
T: These are heavy things you’re throwing out. 
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L: Oh, yes.  Fifty caliber ammunition.  That’s a big shell.  And I was holding his arm 
like that and undoing the pins to get these canisters out of the turret.  He ended up 
with five black and blue marks on his arm. 
 
T: From you grabbing him.  So adrenaline was flowing, wasn’t it? 
 
L: Oh! 
 
T: And you say that that traumatic time isn’t something you had in your mind or 
dreamt about as a POW.  Only after the war? 
 
L: That’s right.  Yes. 
 
T: Pretty soon thereafter or was it down the road a piece? 
 
L: It was down a couple years.  I had a heart attack and a couple of strokes.  That 
might have had something to do with it.  I don’t know. 
 
T: So this is pretty recent that the dreams have come back to you. 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: Do you still have these, Mr. Shaw? 
 
(3, A, 55) 
 
L: I had one, I want to say a month ago.  Before I went to St. Cloud. 
 
T: Before you went to St. Cloud.  To the convention. 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: Does the dream change over time or is it often the same image? 
 
L: No.  It’s the same thing.  The same thing. 
 
T: Still wake you up at night?  When it happens or not? 
 
L: I guess I’m not as conscious.  I wake up and I know I’ve got to go to the bathroom.  
So I get up and I go to the bathroom.  Of course I’m wringing wet.  If I don’t change 
my clothes right away I crawl into bed and I’ll shiver for a while.  I don’t know if I’ll 
ever get rid of it. 
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T: It’s been almost sixty years now and it still comes back in your mind.  So really, 
it’s interesting how in the most traumatic thing for you was before you ever hit the 
first prison camp. 
 
L: That’s correct. 
 
T: And you’ve described those as comparatively much less frightening than that. 
 
L: Yes.  Yes. 
 
T: Interesting.  How much did your coworkers at Northwest Airlines, where you 
worked for forty-three years, know about being a POW? 
 
L: Nothing. 
 
T: They didn’t know at all? 
 
L: Well, it’s only within the last few years, after I retired, I ran into some of the guys.  
They knew nothing about the fact that I was declared one hundred percent right 
after I retired. 
 
T: So they were shocked to learn that you had been a POW? 
 
L: Oh, yes. 
 
T: And that was after working with you for how long? 
 
L: Well, forty years. 
 
T: Forty years.  You’re a member of the American ex-POWs Organization.  How long 
have you been a member of that? 
 
L: 1952. 
 
T: So you’ve been in that for a lot of years.  Have you been an active member since 
the beginning? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: What does that organization offer for you?  Why are you a member and why do 
you attend meetings and conventions? 
 
L: Well, it’s just a get-together and you get a chance to talk to all these different guys.  
I’ve never gone to any of the national conventions.  Even when they had the one 
down at Rochester.  Feeling that it would be hard for me to see some of these 
people.  Some of them were hurt pretty bad.  They’re still going.  I don’t know.  Their 
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name’s still in the book.  I’ve got the book.  It’s that thick with all the POWs in it.  But 
that’s just the ones that joined the POWs. 
 
T: That’s right. 
 
L: There are so many.  Bankston. 
 
T: What about him? 
 
L: He’s never joined. 
 
T: Where does he live? 
 
(3, A, 92) 
 
L: I saw him five years ago.  Four or five years ago.  He’s down in Arizona. 
 
T: Have you two kept in contact since the end of the war? 
 
L: I tell you what.  He was from Bonham, Texas, and my sister-in-law, Joyce, lived in 
Fort Worth.  In our conversations, you know, we had mentioned crew members and 
stuff and I told her I probably ought to go see Ray Bankston.  He’s right up here in 
Bonham.  But we never went.  And all of a sudden she got a wild hair and decided to 
go up and come to find out his brother was the chief of police in Bonham, Texas, and 
another brother was out on the family farm.  So they told her where he was and he 
was out just south of Phoenix. 
 
T: In one of the Phoenix suburbs? 
 
L: Yes.  Well, it’s a little farther than that.  More than just a suburb.  Casa Grande. 
 
T: That’s where he was living? 
 
L: Yes.  It’s really sad because here’s a guy, as far as I’m concerned…I don’t know 
what he’s getting as far as his pension is concerned, but usually with one arm 
disabled, that’s like thirty percent.  The POW organization is for everybody to have 
one hundred percent. 
 
T: Right.  And he’s not in the organization. 
 
L: He’s not in the organization.  I took all the information with me because I knew…I 
had contacted him.  She gave me his address and so I wrote him a letter.  I told him 
how many years has it been since we had talked? 
 
T: Had it been a while? 
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L: Oh, yes.  It had been forty years. 
 
T: This is a guy that you were extremely close to during that…as a crew member and 
after the war you just kind of… 
 
L: We’d fall together before we were shot down. 
 
T: It sounds like you drifted apart after the war then. 
 
L: Yes.  I went up here and went back to work for Northwest.  I guess never really 
thought much about it until the sister-in-law ended up contacting his brothers up in 
Bonham, Texas. 
 
T: They found him in Arizona and then you made the connection. 
 
L: Well, they knew where he was and the fact that he had been married and 
divorced.  And he had a couple of kids.  And as it turned out, he was…he had retired.  
What he had gone to do, after he was released out of the Army and I don’t even 
know when he was released out of the Army… 
 
T: So you guys lost touch after France? 
 
L: After we got back here and he went down there in Texas.  See there was quite a 
little time, ninety day… 
 
T: R and R. 
 
L: R and R deal.  Of course, he ended up with the same thing.  But he went to a camp 
down there in Texas to be discharged and I had to come up here to Fort Snelling.  
Because that’s where I had gone in the service.  I never bothered to look him up, but 
she looked him up and I went down there after I wrote him a letter.  He never 
answered the letter that I wrote to him.  But I thought he would be interested in 
what I had done after, and so I wrote him all about that.  I wrote him a five, six page 
letter. 
 
T: When was this? 
 
L: Oh, I’m going to say that this had to be in the ’90s someplace. 
 
T: And you hadn’t seen him since the end of the war. 
 
L: No.  No.  So when I got down there to Phoenix with these friends… 
 
T: Did he know you were coming? 
 
(3, A, 153) 
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L: I told him that I had planned to come down there and I said when I got there 
maybe we could get together and talk about old times.  Well, I got down there and I 
had his phone number, so I called and the phone number was for his daughter.  As it 
turned out, she was living in a trailer.  She had been married and had a couple of 
kids and was divorced and he had a trailer on the back end of her lot.  He didn’t have 
a phone.  She had the phone.  But they had some kind of a wire arrangement 
between the two trailers that when he was wanted on the phone she’d press a 
button and he’d pick it up down at his trailer. 
When I first talked to him I asked him if he was coming up to Phoenix in the 
next couple of days and he said no.  I said well, maybe I ought to come down and see 
you.  I said I have a car.  I can get down there.  He says, you sure we want to do this?  
I said hey, Ray, you and I went through shit together.  What is this you’re giving me 
now?  You don’t want to see me?  Did I do something wrong or what?  No.  He says 
it’s nothing like that.  But he says I suppose I better come and see you.  And I think 
what the deal was, he was kind of ashamed of the fact that he had made a mess of his 
life. 
What he did, he had gone to the University of Arizona and became a bug guy.  
That’s what he called himself.  Entomologist.  And whoever he was working for had 
thousands of acres of cotton.  And that’s what…he was supervising.  They gave him a 
brand new truck and he just drove around, went for these various sites and checked 
them out to make sure they had set traps for bollweevils or something. 
 
T: Did he come up to Phoenix to see you? 
 
L: He did. 
 
T: That’s the first time you’d seen him since the end of the war? 
 
L: Yes. 
 
T: What was that like to see him after all those years? 
 
L: I’m going to tell you something.  Because I feel because of what I did for him and 
got him out of the airplane and everything, I should have got a DFC. 
 
T: Distinguished Flying Cross. 
 
L: I never got it.  You know why?  Because he never mentioned it to anybody.  And I 
kind of feel…he maybe felt that.  I don’t know.  I don’t know if he’d feel it.  But I 
contacted the…you know, they’ve got their own organization.  That DFC outfit.  I 
don’t know.  Does the DFC, does it carry a pension? 
 
T: I don’t know. 
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L: I was fighting all this other stuff with the POWs and when I finally got that one 
hundred percent, I just didn’t talk about it anymore.  Didn’t do anymore about it. 
 
T: When you guys saw each other, was it uncomfortable at all to see each other? 
 
L: It seemed like he didn’t want to talk. 
 
T: About anything? 
 
L: No.  He had a long sleeve shirt on and this…the guy I was with, Slecher, he’s a 
thirty year Army Air Corps retiree, and I of course, had told him some things about 
him and I took and grabbed his sleeve, shoved it on up, and said, “See there!  A 
chunk of eighty-eight went right through his arm there.” 
 
T: So you’re pointing to Ray’s arm, right? 
 
L: Yes.  But he didn’t offer any big conversation.  He’s the only guy that I ever talked 
to about all the things that went on, because he was a military guy and he could 
understand what kind of shit you’re going through, you know. 
 
T: It sounds like you and Bankston had a difficult conversation.  If that’s what it was. 
 
(3, A, 220) 
 
L: Yes, it was.  It really was.  He sat right there and listened to the whole 
conversation and Slecher said afterwards, “Maybe we should have gone down 
there.” 
 
T: Have you seen him since then? 
 
L: No, I haven’t. 
 
T: Contact with him at all or anything? 
 
L: No.  I figure, to hell with him.  He don’t want to talk to me. 
 
T: Is that tough for you to take? 
 
L: Yes.  It is.  Because we, well, we just spent a lot of time together.  See, when I went 
into service because I had been working as a mechanic already for the airline, I was 
going to bypass all military schools and everything.  But I ended up going through 
Basic Training out in Kearns, Utah, with scarlet fever.  So this threw me off by three 
weeks.  Being in a hospital and getting back out, I had lost my squadron that I was 
with and all my records.  So all of a sudden they decided they needed armament 
people and so they sent me down to Denver, Colorado, to Lowry Field.  That was the 
baker’s school. 
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T: Baker’s school? 
 
L: Yes.  We had great grub there. 
 
T: I bet you did. 
 
L: It was nice (chuckles).  Yes.  And anyway, after I was there and gone through a 
couple of weeks down there at Lowry Field, they put up a sign that they needed 
armament personnel for pursuit ships, you know, for fighters. 
 
T: Like A-20.  That’s a pursuit plane. 
 
L: Either that or for the P-51s and that type of thing. 
 
T: Got it. 
 
L: But that was up at Buckley Field in Colorado.  So I went and put my name down 
for it.  I figured if I got out on the flight line working with the armament guys at least 
I could keep in touch with the guys that were working on the engines.  Maybe help 
them a little bit. 
 
T: That’s good thinking as a mechanic.  Sure. 
 
L: Yes.  And so I went there and before I got through with that, and this is the part 
we probably better knock that thing off… 
 
(pause in tape; off-subject conversation) 
 
T: The last thing I wanted to ask you is this.  You’ve talked a lot about your 
experiences today.  What do you think is the most important way or ways that that 
experience of being shot down and being a POW changed you as a person? 
 
L: I guess you’d have to say you had a little more patience because things don’t 
always go just exactly the way you want them.  Of course, there are other times 
when they go bad that you kind of lose it (chuckles).  But most of the time I try 
to…like I say, I was over thirty years in supervisory jobs at Northwest.  You don’t 
stay on supervisory jobs if you’re flying off the handle. 
 
T: Yes.  Do you think in any way that you were a different person that got out of 
uniform in 1945 than the person who went into service? 
 
L: Maybe a little bit.  When I went into service, before I went to service, I did very 
little drinking.  I did a little more when I came out.  But my vice before I went in the 
service was smoking.  I smoked for forty-five years. 
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T: The drinking you mentioned.  Was that something you picked up in the service or 
more as an after the service thing? 
 
L: Remember I told you about the Three Star Hennessy? 
 
T: Yes. 
 
(3, A, 298) 
 
L: Okay.  After drinking couple bottles of that stuff and the condition that I was in, 
I’m going to say that ninety days deal… 
 
T: The R and R here in the States. 
 
L: R and R.  After I got back from California.  Between here and California everything 
was fine.  I got back here and got with a cousin of mine and I had the money because 
I had over three thousand dollars in back pay in the bank.  We proceeded to see if 
we could drink it up (laughs). 
 
T: How successful were you? 
 
L: We weren’t very successful.  We only went through about a thousand dollars of it.  
But we drank enough.  And then we had enough given to us.  I remember one night 
we were over in St. Paul.  This was when he and I ran into a…he came up from 
Atlanta.  Robbins Field.  He came up and he called me up and he said I understand 
you’re in town for a few days.  I said yes.  Well, he says, let’s go over and see what 
kind of trouble we can get into in St. Paul.  So we ended up down at…the Irishman’s 
bar in downtown St. Paul. 
 
T: Anyway…the name will come to us. 
 
L: Anyway.  We were there and there was a WAC and a WAVE in there and we ended 
up with them in a booth.  And I remember when we walked out of there…we stayed 
there after the place closed.  We had a table just full of mixed drinks.  We sat there 
until about four o’clock in the morning and finally the guy was all through mopping 
and everything and he says, maybe, he says, you guys ought to take your girls and go 
home. 
Because, he says, the cops might come by here and he says, this isn’t really 
right.  Whether it’s wartime or not, you shouldn’t be sitting here drinking at this 
hour of the morning.  So we got in the car and we went out to…by Lake Phalen [in 
Minneaplis].  This gal that I was with lived out there someplace.  We’re sitting out 
there in front of her house and just before we left the bar they had a radio playing 
there and they come on with an announcement about it looks like something’s going 
on at the White House.  We have no idea what’s going on, but all the lights are on in 
the White House.  And so when we left there and turned the radio on in the car and 
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we’re sitting there listening to this thing and this guy is telling about all this activity 
going on.  Cars going… 
 
End of Tape 3, Side A.  Side B begins at counter 376. 
 
T: Go ahead. 
 
L: And all the cars and everything going in and out, and people coming in and out of 
the White House.  Something was going on but they didn’t know what.  Well, before 
the morning was out and I let this girl out to go home…it was six thirty, seven o’clock 
in the morning.  The war in Europe was over.  It was V-E Day. 
 
T: V-E or V-J…the war in the Pacific was over you mean? 
 
L: Yes.  No.  The one in Germany was over.  It was August 15, and I know that date 
exactly because the father-in-law and mother-in-law were married on 14 August. 
 
T: Keep the dates straight. 
 
L: Yes.  And 15 August is the day that I met my wife at the beer joint in Stacy. 
 
T: So that’s how you keep them all straight. 
 
L: Yes.  My cousin owned a garage across the street and when V-J was announced 
this guy…I don’t know where he was from, he was a salesman for some outfit.  But 
anyway, he pulled into the station and he asked my cousin—I was there.  I had 
burned out a generator on my car.  Anyway, I was changing the generator.  He pulled 
in and he says what is going on?  He says I went through North Branch up here and 
all the church bells were chiming and he says sirens were sounding in the Fire Hall.  
What is going on?  He had a company car and it had no radio in it.  We hadn’t heard 
anything there at the station.  Didn’t have a radio on.  So he says I’m going over here 
to the bus station and find out.  And that was the beer joint right across the street.  
He comes out of there and he goes over to the trunk of his car and he throws her 
open and there’s two cases of booze in there.  That was three days I don’t even 
remember. 
 
(3, B, 405) 
 
T: From V-J Day three days forward. 
 
L: Yes.  Oh!  And finally somebody talked to my cousin about going to Forest Lake 
and buying some more booze.  I said no, I don’t think so (laughing).  By that time my 
uniform was all grungy and everything.  I said I have to go into Minneapolis and go 
to my aunt’s house and take a shower and shave and get dressed up again. 
 
T: You were on ninety days R and R so… 
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L: Yes. 
 
T: So this is how you experienced the end of the war in the Pacific. 
 
L: There you go. 
 
T: The news and you don’t remember much of the aftermath. 
 
L: Except that I met my wife. 
 
T: At that time? 
 
L: Oh, yes.  I met her that night.  The first night.  She stayed there a couple nights. 
 
T: You were in Forest Lake and she was from Stacy.  They’re right next to each other, 
right? 
 
L: Yes.  Actually, I was right there in Stacy at the cousin’s garage.  Anyway, we had a 
hell of a night there that first night. 
 
T: What do you remember about what people were doing in response to the end of 
the war news? 
 
L: A lot of jubilation. 
 
T: Even in a little town like Stacy? 
 
L: Oh, god, yes.  There was an appliance outfit up the street and they brought out 
cold cuts and we had all the cold cuts and bread you could imagine.  And beer was 
absolutely free. 
 
T: So there was a real mood of celebration in Stacy.  People out on the streets 
together. 
 
L: Oh, yes.  Yes.  Oh, yes.  This guy that pulled in and started the whole business with 
his two cases of booze…I don’t know how he ever made it out (laughing). 
 
T: That’s the last question I have.  I want to, on the record, thank you for the 
interview today. 
 
L: Well, I tell you what, like I told you, you’re one of the first I’ve ever told anything 
about it. 
 
T: I appreciate it very much. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
